Happy New Year!

January 2026

Now that we've laid the foundation for what it means to be a scientist, many of us have covered the common units of habitats and animal
adaptations which are fun to explore in the fall. Many elementary science teachers now find themselves in the portion of the scope and

sequence that includes the human body standards.

I've included a few ideas this month | hope will support those lessons!

Human Body

Hook Photo/Video

NGSS Connections

Supporting Picture Books

Imag by kirill_makes_pics from Piabag

4-LS1-1: Structures and Processes
Construct an argument that plants and animals have
internal and external structures that function to

support survival, growth, behavior, and reproduction.

Human body connections often integrated within
other NGSS Science standards at various grade levels:

Basic organs (heart, lungs, brain, skin)

Circulatory system (transport of materials)

Respiratory system (oxygen intake)
Digestive system (nutrients)

Skeletal/Muscular system (movement/survival)
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Suggested Activities

Because teachers at various levels often integrate human body concepts in different ways, | like to start the unit with a “brain dump.” 've
used Padlet if you want to go digital, or you can give kids several sticky notes. Have them write one thing they know about the human body
on each sticky note. This is a great way to get a hig picture view of what they've already learned and also what misconceptions they have.
Discuss the hook photo/video (“What do you notice? What do you wonder?”). Then because of the brain’s importance, and each of our brains
are unique, | would start with this amazing new hook by Emily Dunckle!
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https://a.co/d/7X4EGdi
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Zq8dDC-ayJT3QEOSaLwLCJlFahwDaDZ9/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hh6_9ANigcxeRvmrGMZaiDOyAYBVMR3O/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1wKjkjSHZaYW0v5EG4K1NvCXZF8CYWA-l/view?usp=drive_link
http://collazocove.com/
https://padlet.com/
https://pixabay.com/users/f1digitals-1568321/?utm_source=link-attribution&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=video&utm_content=4058
https://pixabay.com/?utm_source=link-attribution&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=video&utm_content=4058
https://pixabay.com/users/kirill_makes_pics-5203613/?utm_source=link-attribution&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=image&utm_content=2261006
https://pixabay.com/?utm_source=link-attribution&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=image&utm_content=2261006
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STEM Gems

|7 Gemini Elementary
* K Other Human Body Goodies! STEM Expert
Ny,

My Gemini Elementary STEM Expert developed a cool lesson for the

Are you teaching muscles, tendons, and bones? Human Body (3-5 grades). Remember it is programmed to include
Here’s a fun lesson I've done with 3" graders! NGSS, CC Standards, Computer Science Standards, Engineering
Click the image for the short slide deck. Design, the SE model, and related Picture Books!
Grab your PDF of the lesson by clicking below!
#
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L] ta.pe STEM Lesson: The Human Super-System
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Lesson Objoetive: Studonts will corstrsct and analyze physical models of the respiratory, circulatory,
Looking for a fun way to wrap up your human body R

unit? Grab this Choice Board! I've made it a forced
copy so you can edit it for your needs.
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Body Systems Tic-Tac-Toe Choice goand F & STEM + Literacy in Action! STEM and Picture Book
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LET'S CONNECT!

I'd love to hear your thoughts and share ideas! 52
Don't hesitate to reach out. @?}

. We can make STEM integration better together!
\ / Covt

/ ., Q@kcollazo mlmkedm com/in/kimcollazo ™1 kscollazo@gmail.com
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https://twitter.com/kcollazo
http://linkedin.com/in/kimcollazo
https://gemini.google.com/gem/1qBPQk6qhUFi3pf1Kxu4_ympUkQfXAibc?usp=sharing
https://gemini.google.com/gem/1qBPQk6qhUFi3pf1Kxu4_ympUkQfXAibc?usp=sharing
https://gemini.google.com/gem/1qBPQk6qhUFi3pf1Kxu4_ympUkQfXAibc?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1WRS84h-K1BBy5puHjja3Izi3zBeJTr8o/view?usp=drive_link
https://www.canva.com/design/DAFjpFIj08w/TlXOPJbxXRaYYus8UdAkbw/view?utm_content=DAFjpFIj08w&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=uniquelinks&utlId=h5b2a7dc784
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1dCpxf4Mnpp_WNi4jxkZkFweZigT1-CQL7jYkDR7FESo/copy
https://a.co/d/avArQ0X
http://collazocove.com/
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1nHGu0UD8zYqRspPdub7R8zJu_GDl1iRIQj4b_s--jls/edit?usp=sharing

